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Advanced Cancers Are Emerging, Doctors Warn, C'ft:'ng L

By REED ABELSON i

Yovetre Lowery isually gets her !
annual,  mommoegran  around
March. But fast year, just as the
pandemic was gaining a:foothold
and medical facilities were shut-
ting down, the center where she
goes canceled heér appointment.
No one could tell her when te re-

schedule, y
“They just said keep calling

back, keep calling back,” said Ms.
Lowery, 59, who lives in Rock Hill,
S50
In August, Ms. Lowery felt a
jump under her arm but still
couldn't get an appointment until

{October,

Eventually, she received a diag-
nosis of Stage 2 breast cancer,
started chemotherapy in Novem-
per and had a double mastectomy
this maonth.

“I've' been seeing a lot of pa-
tients at an advanced stage.” said
Dr. Kashyap B. Patel, one of Ms.
Lowery's doctors and the chief ex-
ecutive of Carolina Blood and Can-
cer Care Associates. If her cancer
had been detected last May or

June, it would have probably been
caught before it had spread, Dr.
Fatel said.

Months: of lockdowns and
waves of surging Covid cases
throughout last year shuttered
clinics ‘and testing labs, or re-
duced hours at other places, re-
sulting in steep declines in the
number of screenings, incliuding
for breast and colorectal cancers,
axperts have said.

Numerous studies showed that
he number of patients screened
T given a diagnosis of cancer fell
uring the early months of the
andemic. By mid-June, the rate
f screenings for breast, colon and
ervical cancers were still 29 per-
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