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In Georgia,
waiting

for Biden
lo deliver

Black voters give voice to
disappointment behind
president’s drop in polls

BY CLEVE R. WooTrsow Jh.

ATLANTA = W, Mondale Eobin-
son spent a large chunk of last fall
in clubs and bars and concert
venues in Georgia, trying to cone-
winee disenchanted Black men
that casting a ballot = in the 2020
general election, then the Georgia
runoffs for the 105 Senate —
cotild fimally mean real change in
their commiumities,

But Robinson, founder of the
Black Male Voter Project, thinks
the case would be a lot harder to
make now. He remembers the
cxact moment his optimism that
President Biden would be differ-
ent began to fade: when Demio-
crats in May said they were will-
ing to significantly weaken a po-
licing-reform hill to get Bepubli-
CAN SUpport.

More disappointments fol-
lowed. Robinson was dismayed
that Biden did not push for
changes tothe filibuster toenact a
#15 minimum wage. He was upset
that the president did not tev to
halt a raft of voling restrictions
passed by Georgia's GOP-led leg-
islature,

“1 think the frustration is at an
all-time high, and Biden can't go
to Georgia or any other Black
state in the South and say, "This is
what we delivered in 2021, " =aid
Robinson, whose group believes
it reached 1.2 million Black men
in Georgia. “Black men are pissed
off about the nothingness that has
happenad. . ., Does it make the
work harder? It makes the waork
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Tamaki Caldwell, 53, waits at Carolina Blood and Cancer Care in Lancaster, 8.C., where she has been undergoing treatment for
ovarian cancer. Caldwell's doctor, oncologist Kashyap Fatel, recently shared test results that indicated her eancer is in remission.

Covid delays: A crisis in cancer care

Doctors are seeing advanced cases, especially among people of color, as office visits resume

EY LAURIE McGINLEY

LANCASTER, 5.C. — Oncologist Kashyvap
Patel brandishes test rezults he's eager to
share with his patient, Tamaki Caldwell,
showing that her advanced ovarian can-
cer, onee the sipe of tenmis balls, 15 1n
remission. Smiling, she says, "I'm going to
framie this.”

It’s a rare bright moment for Caldwell,
5d, who knows she is in the fight of her life,
one made significantly more arduous by
the coronavirus pandemic. She started
having ahdominal pain last vear — “it was
like grah and release, grab and release”™ e

but she didn't =ee a doctor for months
becanse of concerns about the pandemle

amd because she was taking care of her
grandmaother, who had covid-19, the dis-
ease cansed by the virus.

Mo, after six months of chemotherapy,
Caldwell feels “like somebody whopped
mee,” she said during a vizit to Patel’s elinie

in late summer. "But I did what I had todo.”

Covid and cancer are A menacing mix —
for everyone, but especially for people of
color from low-income communities. Afri-
can Americans and Hispanics are abont
twice as likely as White people to die of
cowvid, according to the Centers for Diseases

Control and Prevention. Black cancer pa-
tients are at particularly high risk for
complications and hospitalizations, Even
before the pandemic, Black people had
lower survival rates for many Cancers oo
pared with White people. Mow, with the
pandemic grinding on, many doctors fear
thioze inequalities will worsen.

“Covid put cancer and health-care dis-
parities on stercids,” Patel said as he
walked through his clinic, offering pa-
tients words of encouragement. “T have
never seen this many people presenting at
Stage 3 and 4" Ewven for people like
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Most
now feel
climate
impacls
DISASTERS WORSEN

FOR 85% OF WORLD

Study ties harsher events
to carbon emissions

BY ANNABELLE TimsIiT
AND SARAH KAPLAN

At least 85 percent of the global
population  has  experienced
weather events made worse by
climate change, according to re-
search published Monday in the
Journal Nature Climate Change.

Afterusing machine learning to
analyze and map more than
100,000 studies of events that
could be linked to global warm-
ing, researchers paired the analy-
=is with a well-established data set
of temperature and precipitation
shifts cansed by fossil fuel use and
other sources of carbon emis-
Sions.

These combined findings =—
which focused on events such as
crop failures, floods and heat
wives = allowed scientists to
make a solid link between escalat-
itg extremes and homan activi-
ties, They coneluded that global
warming has affected 80 percent
of the world's land area,

“We have a huge evidence base
now that documents how climate
change 15 affecting our societics
and our ecosvstems,” said lead an-
thor Max Callaghan, a researcher
atthe Mercator Research Institute
on Global Commons and Climate
Change in Germany.

The study provides hard num-
hers to back wp the lived experi=
ences of people from MNew Yok
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A new responder to mental health calls

Albuguerque deploys
social workers instead
ol armed ollicers

BY GrIFF WITTE

ALRUQUERQUE = Elisha Lucera
waz known in her family az a
painter, a fisherwoman and a
caretaker whao had put aside her
ambitions to nurse relatives
through bouts of poor health,

Ehe was also gripped by men-
tal illness, and on a summer’s
night in 2019, the 28-vear-old
was behaving so erratically that a
cousin called 911 from their sub-
urban Albuguerque home. Sher-
ift's deputies banged on the door
and demanded that Lucero, who
zstood 4 feet 11 inches with her
shoes on, come outside,

When she did, the deputies
shot her 21 times.

While the circumstances re-
main disputed — authorities say
Lucero rushed toward them with
a knife, a claim her family denies
= the case prompied questions
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Walter Adams, a member of Albuguergue's new Community Safety Department, hands water to
a disoriented man who was sprawled on the pavement outside a shwuttered gas station,

Inside Blue Origin: Low

Workers say toxic cullure
at Bezos's space venture
led to exits, lack of success

BY CHREISTIAN DAVENFORT
AND RACHEL LERMAN

SEATTLE — In 2019, a mid-level
emploves at Jeff Beros's Blue
Origin had grown fed up with the
company, and as he left, he wrote
a lomg memo that he sent to
Bezos, chief executive Bob Smith
and other senior leaders: “Owr
current culture iz toxic to our
success and many can see it
spreading thronghout the com-

flight company were “systemic,”
according to the memo, which
was obtained by The Washington
Post and verified by two former
emplovess familiar with the mat-
ter, and “the loss of trust in Blue's
leadership is common.”

It was one of a number of

warnings to Blue Origin's leader-
ship in recent vears that the

pany”’ The problems at the space=

morale, mistrust. delays

company’s culture had become
dysfunctional, resulting in low
morale and high turnover, signif-
icant delays across several major
programs and a failure to sue-
cessfully  compete with  Elon
Muzk’s venture SpaceX, current
and former employess said.

The new management’s “iim=
thoritarian bro eulture,” as one
former employes put it, affected
how decisions were made and
permeated the institution, trans=
lating into condescending, some-
times humiliating, comments
and harassment toward some
wiomen and a stagnant top-down
hierarchy that frustrated many
employees.

Asz it quickly grew from a small
start-up to a large corporation
with nearly 4,000 employees,
Blue Origin grappled with how to
improve its culture. In 2014, the
company fired its head of recruit=
ing after emplovess complained
of sexism, A consultant retained
by Blue Origin conducted a re=
view of the company's leaders=
ship, finding that the primary
challenge was Smith's ineffec=
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Indigenous Peoples’ Day A D.L. rally urged
climate action, while other events marked the

day, including in New York, above. Bl

M. couple due in court Prosecutors seek to
keep them detained before trial on charges
they tried to sell nuelear submarine secrets. A2

THE HATION
Southwest Airlines
faced a fourth day of dis-
ruptions, after canceling
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the weekend and delay-
ing many others, A3
Some monuments to
Christopher Columbus
have come down, but he
is still honored in thou-
sands of spots across the
United States. A6

A new California law
will require large retail-
ers to have gender-
nentril tov sections
beginning in 2024, A9

THE WORLD

Sydney reopened after
a 106 -day coronavirus

lockdown, and the first
stop for many was the
local pub, 412

A new Anstrian chan-
cellor was sworn in after
Sebastian Kwre, once
the bright hope of Eu-
rope’s conservativies,
toask & tumbsle, A4
Security forces have
detained a senior mems-
ber of the lslamic State
who was once among
the mast important
plavers in the group’s
financing efforts, Irag's
prime minister zaid. Alde
Canada’s Supreme
Court will test an “ex-
treme intodeation” de-
fen=e in & case where the
defendant killed his fa-

ther while high on mag-
ic mushrooms. A15
China's largest coal-
producing region was
hit by severe flooding,
threatening the nation’s
power supply and dis-
placing more than
120,000 people, A20

THE ECONOMY
Focusing on data,
Frances Haugen has
broken through where
many Facehook whistle-
blowers have not. A17
Thres U.5,-based
ecpnomizsts were award-
cd the Mobel Proze in
eranormies for el
work drawing conclu-
sioms by observing the
real-world canses and
cifects of policies. Azo
Kaiser Permanente

health-care workers in
California and Oregon

INSIDE

authorized a strike over
pay, henefits and work-
ing conditions, A0

THE REGION

More than half a hillion
dollars went to keeping
Washington-area remni-
ers in their homes ahead
of a federal deadline, B1
A former D.C. firefight-
er has settled a lawsuit
wilth Fairfax ':!Illll:l.l.'rh' fioer
300,000 after he was
wrongfully arrested in
2018 and convicted. Bl
Dv.C. Couneil member
Anile Bondz wall fee

HEALTH & SCIENCE
‘Mommy brain'?
armall studies support
the existence of 8

cognitive change after
birth, but there’s room
for more ressarch. EL

STYLE

A stylized shift
Pop stars' all-caps and
Ilowercase song titles
aren't just superficial,
writes critic Chris
Richards. €1

primary challenges from
health=care advocate
Ambrose Lane Je. and
local political operative
Mathan Fleming. B
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Delays in care allect patient outcomes and cosls

CANCER FROM Al

Caldwell, who responded to the
treatment, he said, “Stage 4 cancer
is like sitting on a voleano”™ be-
cause it frequently recurs,

Last year, as the pandemic un-
folded, millions of cancer sereen-
ings and diagnostic tests were can-
celed and thowsands of surgical
procedures postponed, in part to
protect patients. Researchers say
the pause, and subsequent de-
layed diagnoses and treatments,
will probably result in an increase
in cancer deaths over the next
geveral vears = but they dom't
Enow the extent.

Jennifer 5, Haas, a cancer pre-
vention expert and primary care
doctor at Massachusetts General
Hospital in Boston, said sheand her
colleagues have seen an unusually
high number of advaneesd stomach
cancers and esophageal malignan-
cics over the past several months,

"People have been trying to ignore
symptoms for a year because they
didn't want to come in,” Haas said.

Convid and cancer share risk fac-
tors that disproportionately affect
peaple of eolor: higher rates of
underlving conditions such asdia-
betes or hypertension: a lack of
health insurance or access to a
primary care physician; and jobs
that can cause health problems,

“Ifyou work inan environment
without air purification or filtra-
tion, that's a problem,” Haas said,

Many of those most acutely af
fected are women, whose family
responsibilities  and  financial
stress can make it difficult to focus
on their own health, doctors say.

"They have sacrificed them=-
selves to deal with the needs of the
family: Are my children getting
schooling, how do [ take care of
the older adults in my life, howdol
manage everyvthing? said Debra
Patt, a breast cancer specialist in
Austinand an executive vice presi-
dent of Texas Oncology.

Long after the pandemic sub-
sides, she worries, some patients
will be struggling with advaneed
CANCET.

“The effects of this will go on for
yisirs,” Patt said,

One of her patients, Christina
Cool, a #4-year-old African Amer=
ican woman who lives in 3an Mar-
cos, Tex., discovered a lump in her
right breast just as the pandemic
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Charlizsa Hyman, 38, gets a CT sean at Carolina Blood and Caneer Care in Lancaster, 5.C., where she Is ondergoing treatment for breast cancer.

unfolded last year,

“Tt felt like a haby rock," Cook
said. “But 1 had bigger things to
WOrry about.”

As stores closed, Cook was busy
locking for food, toilet paper and
feminine hyglene products for et
two daughters. She soon lost her
Job shuttling people from an apart-
ment complex to Texas State Uni-
versity, Her younger daughter, a
high school senior, wis 50 miseras=
ble about the disruption to school
and graduation festivities that
Cook bought a cat to cheer her up.

By last December, the peach-

size mass in Cook’s breast was
extremely painful. When Cook,
who was uninsured, sought care at
a hospital, staffers said their ultra-
sound machine was broken, she
gaid, At the urging of her elder
daughter, she went to a Planned
Parenthood clinke, where staffers
guickly arranged for a mamimo-
gram, got her enrolled in Medicaid
and helped her find Patt, who has
been treating Cook for triple-neg=
ative breast cancer, an Aggressive
formof the disease more prevalent
among Black women.

Cook is responding to treat-
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ment and plans to have a mastec-
tomy in December,

“But I'm terrified that I cut it too
close, that T neglected myself too
long and could have easily taken
miyself out,” Cook said.

Crystal Whetstone, 37, omne of
Patel's patients, said she found a
dime-size lump in her right breast
in sprimg 2020 but was oo ners=
vous about the coronavirus and
too busy with two jobs = one in
sales, the other running a dance
studio called Diamond Divas — to
getitchecked. In addition, shewas
taking care of her 13-year-old son,
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THOMPSON CREEK

WINDOW COMPANY

who was struggling with remote
learming, and shewas having trou-
hle enrolling in Medicaid.

By the time she was diagnosed
with breast cancer earlier this year,
“I had a big cluster of cancer,” said
Whetstane, who wore a red T-shirt
emblazoned with Mickey Mouse,
Now, she requires more intensive
treatment than if she had been
dingmosed at an earlier stage.

Becently, she and her son were
diagnosed with covid.

“I was stuck in bed for two
weeks” said Whetstone, who is
still debating whether to get vacci-
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nated.

Patel, a t0-year-old native of
western India, said patients with
delayed diagnoses represent ool-
lateral damage from the pan-
demic. In addition to their low-
ered chances of survival, the cost
of their treatment iz much high-
er, often reaching hundreds of
thousands of dollars, he said.

The pandemic has dealt set-
backs to cancer prevention efforts
among people of color but also has
compelled doctors to think of new
ways to reach these communities,

Sophie M. Balzora, a gastroen—
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South Carolina oncologist Kashyap Patel talks with patient Gisela Gaither, 48, at his health-care clinic.
She was receiving treatment there during the summer but recently died of breast cancer.

___1

terologist at WY Langone Health
im Mew York, worries that the
pause in eolorectal cancer screen-
imgs in early 2020 has hurt prog-
ress against the disease in Black
Americans, the racial group maost
likely to be diagnosed with the
illmess and to die of it

Federally qualified health cen-
ters, which provide care to many
low-income Americans, routinely
hand out fecal immunochemical
tests, called FIT and administered
at home to detect blood in the
stoal, which can be an early sign
of colorectal cancer. If the test is
positive, & patient is advised to get
a colonoscopy. During the pan-
demic, distribution of the tests
was temporarily suspended, as
were follow-up colonoscopies at
many facilities.

“Tt is going to be & huge moun=
tain to climb to get back to where
wewere" in narrowing disparities,
Balzora said. “People will be diag-
mosed at a later stage and the later
your stage, the worse vour likeli-
hood of survival.”

Eavita Patel, a health policy ex=
pert and primary care physician
who works at Mary's Center clinic
in Prinee George's County, Md., an
area hit hard by the pandemic,
said uninsured patients are facing
major delays in getting colonosco-
pies and other tests. "1 have writ-
ten orders for mammaograms eight
months agothat have expired, and

AN ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT CREATED BY MedStar Haart & Vascular Institule

Convergent Therapy Offers
Relief for Those Dealing with AFRb

The older you get, the more likely you are o
develop atrial fibrillation [(AFib), an irmegular
heartbeat that may cause palpitations — the
uncomfortable sensation of a racing, irmegular
heartbeat or a flip-flopping in the chest, Some
patients also develop weakness, reduced abil=
ity to exercise, fatigue, lightheadedness, diz-
ziness, shortness of breath, and even chest
pain. Most significantly, though, patients with
AFib are at increased risk of stroke,

While the symptoms can be frightening and
debilitating - and worsen over time - a pro=
cedure known as Hybrid AF™ Convergent
Therapy offers patients with longstanding
persistent AFib [L3FAF) the chance to return
ta a more normal life, (LSPAF patients are
those who have had continuous atrial fibrilla=
tion tor more than a year,)

MedStar Health was the first health system
in the Baltimore-Washington area to offer
Hybrid AF™ Convergent Therapy, and its
MedStar Heart & Vascular Institute team of
experts is the area's most experienced with
this technology.

"We recognized the value of this procedura
and were early adopters, as a rasult Med-
star Health is one of the most experenced
centers in the world,” said Christian Shults,
MD, cardiac surgeon at MedStar Washing-
ton Hospital Center, *“Most patients axperi-
ence a substantial improvement in their AFib
symptoms.” The region's first procedure was
performead at MedStar Washington Hospital
Center in 2011.

"Historically, patients with LSPAF have
been challenging to treal, and about half
suffer from progressively worsening symp-
toms," says Zayd Eldadah, MD, PhD, Direc-
tor of Cardiac Electrophysiology at MedStar

Health. “The recent FDA approval of Hybrid
AF therapy reinforces the indication for this
effective treatment option.”

“Tha two-part procedure elegantly marries
the specialties of cardiac surgery and elec-
frophysiology,” explains Brian Bethea, MD,
Chief of Cardiac Surgery at MedStar Union
Memorial Hospital. The surgeon performs
the first procedure by making a small inci-
sion in the upper abdomen. “Using a camera
o see the back wall of the hearl, we apply
radicfrequency ablation (heal) to stop the ar-
ratic signals that cause AFIb,” he continues.

The second procedure, performed by the
cardiac electrophysiologist either immedi-
ately affer the surgery or on another day, is
known as endocardial ablation. The electro-
physiologist uses a catheter to deliver thera-
peutic enargy to areas of the heart to block
the abnormal electrical activity.

Hybrid AF™ Convergent Therapy is offered
at MedStar Union Memorial Hospital in Balti=
mare and MedStar Washington Hospital Can-
ter in Washington, D.C., both part of MedStar
Heart & Vascular Institute, offering patients in
the Baltimore-Washington region access to
leading cardiovascular specialisis, advanced
reatments, and the latest research.

“We have seen many patients who have
been told in the past they had no options
but are now doing very well after raceiving
the hybrid ablation treatment,” said Glenn
Meininger, MD, Director of Cardiac Electro-
physiology Services for the Baltimore Region
at Med5Star Health.

For more information,
visit www.medstarhealth.org/afib

This special supplement was prepared by MedStar Hearl & Vascular Institute. The production of this supplement did nof invalve the
news or ediloeial stafl of Tha Washinglon Posi, Far mara infarmaficn conlact MeadStar Heart & Vascular Instifuls,

TOP: Crystal Whetstone, 37, is a breagt caneer patient at Patel's Thave had to recrder” she gaid.
elinie in Rock Hill, 5.C, She found a lump in spring 2020 bot said Haas at Massachusetts General
she was oo nervons aboul the virus and too busy with work and said the lesson from the pandemic
child care to get it checked. BELOW!: Patel hopes to expand services  isthat "maybe we shouldn't expect
and secure funding for mobile lung cancer sereening next year. everyone to come to doctors’ offic-
es,” kivowing that it i3 easier for
M people who are affluent and in-
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sured. She zaid more at-home
tests, including for the human
papillomavirus, a major cause of
cervical cancer, would increase
sereening, Hospitals, including
hers, are hiring more commuonity
health nurses to reach people out-
side of the hospital and doctors’
affices, she said.

(rther groups are Urging peo-
ple of color and other patients to
resnme cancer screenings, in-
cluding the Community Oncolo-
gy Alliamce, which represents
cancer doctors, and the nonprof-
it group CancerCare. Kashyap
Patel is the president of the com-
munity oncologists' group,

When the pandemic hit last vear,
Patel, who iz chief executive of
Caraling Blood and Cancer Care
Associates, scrambled to keep
treating  patients while keeping
them and his staff safe. He closed
the Lancaster clinic for several
months and referred his patients to
his second clinic, in Rock Hill, 5.C.

Patel switched some patients
from chemotherapy infusions to
oral anti-cancer drugs to mini=
muize the risks of in-person visits.
Onee coronavirus vaccines be-
came available, he and his staff
persuaded more than 150 e
tients and their relatives to get
the shots, including some skep-
tics who described the vaceine as
“chemical warfare” He added
several hours to his clinics’
schedules to try to catch up with
patients, while worrying about
the stress on his staff

And he iz trying to expand ser=
vices, hoping to receive funding
for mobile lung cancer screening
mext year.

The coronavirus remains & seri-
ous threat in Lancaster Counfy,
whichisan hoursouth of Charlotte
and dotted with tohaceo and corn
farms and mobile homes, The pos-
itive rate for coronavirus tests is
near 12 percent, about double the
national average, according to the
CDC, Less than half of the popula=
tion in that county has been fully
vaceinated, the CDC says,

Still, Caldwell remains upbeat,
praising Patel and her siblings for
taking care of her. Looking back,
she said, she “really had too much
going on” to immediately react to
the pain she now realizes was
caused by cancer.

“Hopefully, I am getting over
thiz," she said. "I am going to beat
thiz and get back to my regular
lifa™
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Introducing the first
FDA-approved ablation
treatment for longstanding
persistent atrial fibrillation.

Are your AFib symptoms
keeping you from living

the life you love?

This treatment could be
the answer for you.

Med5tar Health physicians were the first

team of experts in the region to offer
Hybrid AF™ Therapy—a breakthrough
treatrnent for atrial fibrllation—and they
remain the area's most experienced
specialists with this technology. Patients
who received this treatment most often
experenced a major reduction of
symptoms or became free of AFib.

Visit MedStarHealth.org/AFib or talk
to your doctor today.

MedStar Health H's how we treat people.
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